5th Grade Week 1
Learnin Opportunities
*** These are educational opportunities o ered to allow your child to keep
workin on skills. They are not mandatory or raded.
Monday
Write a short
story ollowin
the structure
ESCAPE.

Check the
temperature
throu hout
the day and
create a bar
raph. Write 2
thin s you
notice about
the data you
collected.

Free read

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Chart the
hours o
dayli ht or
one week.
Record
observations.

Watch a
movie and
determine the
lesson the
main
character(s)
learned.

Choose a science
experiment and try
it at home or your
amily.

Conduct an
interview and
practice
writin
dialo ue with
correct
punctuation.

Play a card
ame to
practice your
multiplication
acts.

Free read

Free read

Draw a
picture book
with NO
words. Make
sure your
reader will be
able to i ure
out the
problem and
solution!

Free read

Friday
Ask a amily
member to
draw you a
picture o a
person.
Practice writin
a character
snapshot to
describe the
person.

Measure your
bed usin
paperclips,
pennies,
cereal, toys,
or anythin
that you want.
Find the
perimeter and
the area.

Free read

5th Grade Week 2
Learnin Opportunities
*** These are educational opportunities o ered to allow your child to keep
workin on skills. They are not mandatory nor raded.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Go outside and
write a poem
usin your 5
senses (see,
hear, smell,
touch, taste)

Write a word
problem that
involves
decimals.
Draw a comic
strip to
match. Ask
someone at
your house to
solve it.

Ima ine you
are the
President o
the United
States. What
would be the
irst thin
you’d do?
Write it down!

Create a lyer
or poster that
shows how to
round a
decimal
number to a
whole number
(the ones
place).

Create a short
story about
your avorite
TV character
(somethin the
character
NEVER did on
the TV show).

Research an
entrepreneur
who interests
you.
List the
stru les
he/she aced
and how they
dealt with
them.

Write a letter
to one o your
riends. See i
you can et
the address
and mail it to
them.

Make a
scaven er hunt
or your amily
with thin s in
your yard.

Free read

Free read

Free read

Research a
amous
scientist who
you are
interested in.
List the traits
this scientist
had to be
success ul.

Free read

Read a
picture book
and describe
the lowchart
(Exposition,
Con lict,
Risin Action,
Climax,
Fallin Action,
Resolution)

Free read

As you collect
the items make
a map o your
yard markin
where you ind
items and then
sit down with
your amily and
discuss
whether they
are ound in
nature or man
made.

3-5 Specials Week 1
Learnin Opportunities
*** These are educational opportunities o ered to allow your child to keep
workin on skills. They are not mandatory or raded.
Monday

Take your Do
For a Walk

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Invent an
instrument
usin
recycled
materials

Ride Your
Bike or 15
minutes

Call a riend

Choose 3
Exercises and
do them 10
times

Sharpen the
Saw: Play a
board ame
or cards with
a siblin or
parents

Put First
Thin s First:
Or anize a
closet or
easy
identi ication;
throw away
items not
needed.

Draw a
picture o
what the
outside o
your house
looks like

Find
somethin in
nature and
draw it

Interview a
amily
member
about their
avorite music
roup

Cut out
lowers and
han them on
the window

Shoot
baskets, play
catch/kick a
ball/volley /2
square with
parent or
brother/sister

Use oo le
and research
an artist or
write what you
love about art

Create a lo o
music you hear
today. Listen to
a son you
have never
heard be ore

Look out the
window. Paint
or color what
you see.

3-5 Specials Week 2
Learnin Opportunities
*** These are educational opportunities o ered to allow your child to keep
workin on skills. They are not mandatory or raded.
Monday

Take your Do
For a Walk

Tuesday
Interview a
amily
member
about an
instrument
they play

Wednesday

Ride Your
Bike or 15
minutes

Syner ize:
Help your
Mom or Dad
make a meal

Create your
own comic
strip

Choreo raph
a hand
washin
dance to
music

Trace your
hand and
create your
Henna tattoo
desi n

Be Proactive:
Gather
arba e and
clutter rom
one room

Call a relative
and tell them
how much
they mean to
you

Thursday

Call someone
and tell them a
story!

Shoot
baskets, play
catch/kick a
ball/volley /2
square with
parent or
brother/sister

Journal about
what is oin
on ri ht now

Friday

Choose 3
Exercises and
do them 10
times

Make up a
poem or son
about stayin
home rom
school

Have
someone
sit/pose or
you and draw
a picture o
them

The Best Dancer

The Best Dancer
by ReadWorks

Annabelle was the school's best dancer, something she reminded Taylor, Laura, and even
five-year-old Christina of every day. "Mrs. Coolidge says I'm very gifted," she said, elongating
the word "gifted" until it seemed to have three syllables instead of two. "She says I'll probably
be a principal dancer at one of the world's most elite theaters."
Mrs. Coolidge had said these things, yes, but she had said them to a number of students in
need of inspiration as encouragement. "Getting inspired" was something Mrs. Coolidge
thought was very important. Annabelle, she believed, was inspired, but inspired to win, to
outdo, to beat everyone else. Mrs. Coolidge would prefer it if Annabelle simply liked to dance.
"Students! Students!" Mrs. Coolidge called to the small gaggle of girls surrounding Annabelle.
ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

The Best Dancer

"I'd like to introduce you to our newest student, Sally. Sally is a most talented and gifted
student. I hope you'll all take the time to greet her warmly."
Annabelle looked at Sally with lowered brows. Sally didn't have a dancer's body: she was
short, with legs that looked bowed, like they belonged to a frog instead of an eleven-year-old
girl. Annabelle smirked. This girl would be no competition for Annabelle and her graceful,
gifted performances.
In the following weeks, however, it became clear that Annabelle had grossly underestimated
Sally's dancing abilities. In fact, Sally was not just a gifted dancer, but Sally was an incredibly
gifted dancer. She leapt and twirled and bowed and moved in ways Annabelle hadn't
imagined possible for such a short girl. And to top it off, Sally was a nice girl. She didn't brag,
she didn't rub her talent in her classmates' faces, and she never said no to helping one of the
younger girls learn a new dance move. She was funny, she was smart, and everyone liked
her.
Annabelle was furious. Auditions for the lead of the school ballet were only three weeks away,
and she was nearly positive that Sally would snatch the part right from underneath her. And
so Annabelle devised a plan.
It was a well-known fact that Sally liked cake. In fact, Annabelle wondered how someone so
little could eat so much. And yet, Sally managed to eat one-third of a triple chocolate fudge
cake every single day. "Cake," Annabelle told herself, "is Sally's weakness."
On the morning of the audition, Annabelle filled a small paper bag with earthworms. There
were four of them: big, juicy brown worms that she found sunning themselves on the sidewalk
after the previous evening's rain. She felt them wriggle and twist in her hand as she placed
them in the bag. She arrived at school just after Sally, and placed the paper bag in her locker.
"Mrs. Coolidge," she said during their first class, "I forgot something in my locker. Can I go get
it?"
Mrs. Coolidge nodded yes, and continued to talk about the importance of stretching.
Annabelle hurried to her locker. She reached up to the top shelf, but the small bag was
missing. She began to look frantically through the locker. She shook out her jacket, pulled out
her bag, and emptied her pencil case. The worms were gone.
Annabelle walked back to her class stiffly. She wasn't sure what to make of this development.
The worms couldn't have walked away. She frowned. Had someone seen her collecting the
ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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worms?
By the time Annabelle returned to class, it was time for auditions. Annabelle would perform
first. She had prepared a beautiful piece in which she slid across the stage on her toes,
emulating a flowering tulip.
Annabelle was midway through her performance when she felt something warm and sticky
land on her right shoulder. A few moments later, she felt another drop on her head, and then
again on her left shoulder. She looked down. The earthworms she had collected in the
morning were draped across her shoulders. She could feel the third earthworm dangling from
her ear like some misshapen earring. Annabelle looked up, and from the rafter she saw Sally
holding the small brown paper bag.
Sally winked at her. "Nice try," she mouthed. Sally got the lead that year.
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The Best Dancer - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Mrs. Coolidge says that Annabelle is very what?
A. kind
B. beautiful
C. snooty
D. gifted

2. Annabelle devises a plan that somehow involves a bag of earthworms and Sally. What
motivates Annabelle's actions?
A. She wants to stop Sally from getting the lead part in the school ballet.
B. She wants to prove that she is a more gifted ballet dancer than Sally.
C. She wants to get the other ballet students to stop liking Sally so much.
D. She wants Mrs. Coolidge to think that Sally is dirty and gross.

3. Annabelle wants to be the best at ballet. What evidence from the story best supports this
conclusion?
A. "Mrs. Coolidge would prefer it if Annabelle simply liked to dance."
B. "In the following weeks, however, it became clear that Annabelle had grossly
underestimated Sally's dancing abilities."
C. "Annabelle, she believed, was inspired, but inspired towin, to outdo, to beat everyone
else."
D. "She had prepared a beautiful piece in which she slid across the stage on her toes,
emulating a flowering tulip."

4. How can Annabelle best be described?
A. honest
B. competitive
C. helpful
D. generous

5. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Sally gets the lead part in the school ballet because she tricks Annabelle.
B. Annabelle gathers earthworms in a bag, but she loses the bag.
C. Two young ballet dancers start off as rivals, but soon become friends.
D. Annabelle is jealous of a new student who is a better dancer than her.
ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Ready for a Powwow

Don Heiny for Weekly Reader
Nantai wears special Native American clothes at the powwow.

The Quabbin Lake Singers are in tune with their culture. The group sings at powwows, or
gatherings, to celebrate their Native American traditions. Weekly Reader was invited to a
powwow in Connecticut where the singers recently performed.
In the past, powwows were religious ceremonies for Native Americans. Today, they are joyful,
festive events that honor Native American life.
The Quabbin Lake Singers are all members of the Mann family. They are part of the Historical
Nipmuc tribe in Massachusetts. Nipmuc means "freshwater people." The family includes three
brothers: Sahyeed, 9; Nantai, 8; and Anoki, 7. Along with their parents, the boys sing at
powwows in the Native American language of Nipmuc.
During the summer and on school vacations, the family travels around the United States and
Canada. They combine old customs with new ones. The family performs ancient Native
American songs and writes their own music. "Not only are we having fun," their dad told
Weekly Reader, "but we're keeping our culture alive."
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Ready for a Powwow - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Who are the Quabbin Lake Singers?
A. two children who sing instead of going to school
B. Native Americans who are part of a historic tribe in South Dakota
C. members of a family who sing at powwows
D. a family that lives in Canada but visits the United States during the summer

2. What does this passage describe?
A. This passage describes the history of the Nipmuc Tribe in Massachusetts.
B. This passage describes the Quabbin Lake Singers and powwows.
C. This passage describes the mother of Sahyeed, Nantai, and Anoki Mann.
D. This passage describes the dancing that takes place at powwows in Connecticut.

3. The Quabbin Lake Singers keep their Nipmuc culture alive by performing songs.
What evidence from the passage supports this statement?
A. The Quabbin Lake Singers are all members of the Mann family, which includes three
brothers.
B. The Quabbin Lake Singers are all members of the Historical Nipmuc Tribe in
Massachusetts.
C. The songs performed by the Quabbin Lake Singers are in the Native American
language of Nipmuc.
D. During the summer and on school vacations, the Quabbin Lake Singers travel around
the United
States and Canada.

4. Based on the passage, how important are songs to Native American life and culture?
A. very important
B. slightly important
C. not important
D. less important than they used to be
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Ready for a Powwow - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this passage mostly about?
A. the Quabbin Lake Singers, the songs they perform, and powwows
B. Native American religion and how it has changed over the years
C. what Sahyeed, Nantai, and Anoki Mann are studying in school
D. a powwow in Connecticut where the Quabbin Lake Singers performed

6. Read these sentences: "Members of the family perform ancient Native American
songs and write their own
music. 'Not only are we having fun,' the family's dad told Weekly Reader, 'but we're
keeping our culture alive.'"
What does the word "culture" mean?
A. people who move from one country to another
B. money that singers and musicians make from concerts
C. natural disasters that result in death and destruction
D. the arts and customs of a group of people

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.
Powwows were once religious ceremonies for Native Americans; ________, they are
festivals that honor Native American life.
A. previously
B. currently
C. soon
D. never

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Ready for a Powwow - Comprehension Questions

8. What is a powwow?

9. According to the article, who recently performed at a powwow in Connecticut?

10. The passage describes powwows as "joyful, festive events that honor Native
American life." Use evidence from the text to explain how powwows honor Native
American life.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Building a Bridge
by R. Howard

Summer vacation had just begun, and Alex and Maria were ready to spend all day outside.
They decided to walk to the neighborhood park, where there was a river that they liked to
swim in when it was particularly hot. Alex and Maria began to sweat as they walked, even
though their house was only ten minutes away from the park's entrance.
When they got to the river, they saw that it was too shallow to swim in. The rocks that made
up the bed of the river were even poking out of the water in some places, glistening in the
sun. Alex and Maria were frustrated. On the other side of the river, about fifty yards away, and
in a welcoming courtyard, there was a fountain spewing water in beautiful arcs.
"We should go play in the fountain," Maria said.
"How will we get there?" asked Alex.
They thought for a moment. They knew if they walked upriver, they would eventually come to
a walkway that crossed the river, but it was so hot, and they were eager to get to the fountain.
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Maria looked around the grassy riverbank and noticed a few logs and branches lying close to
the water. "We could build a bridge!" she said. She ran over to a thick tree branch that looked
long enough to be placed across the river. Together, she and Alex hefted the branch onto their
shoulders and walked it to the water. Here, they stopped. How would they get the branch
across?
Maria suggested throwing it down into the water and seeing if it reached the other side. That
seemed imprecise to Alex - what if the branch did not reach the other side of the river, and
got stuck or swept away by the water? Then they would be unable to walk all the way across
the river.
Maria wondered if they could measure the distance from the riverbank they stood on to the
other shore. They put the log carefully down and decided to test the distance with lighter,
thinner branches. They found a few wispy branches by the spot where they had first found the
log, and they tied the branches together using their hair bands.
On their first attempt, they tied two branches together and went back to the river to test the
length. The branches barely reached the center of the swirling water. After tying two more
branches together to the initial branches, Alex and Maria were able to get the thin makeshift
model bridge to touch the far bank.
"Hooray!" Maria said. "Now we know how long the log needs to be."
They set the tied branches on the ground next to the log. The log was luckily the exact length
of the tied branches. Now Alex and Maria had to figure out how to make sure the log was
secure on both sides of the bank before they walked across it to reach the other side of the
river.
"I know!" Alex said. She began to gather thinner branches, like the ones they had tied
together, which were pliable and easy to bend. She twisted them together into a tight bundle,
then laid them horizontally across the edges of the log. Then she and Maria hauled some of
the stones out of the river and placed them on the branches on either side of the log. In this
way, they were able to stabilize the log-at least on one side-in order to run across.
When Alex and Maria got to the other side of the river, they secured the other side of the log
with more branches and rocks, and looked back at their handiwork. It had been a good day's
work, but now they were free to enjoy the cool water in the fountain.
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Building a Bridge - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What did Alex and Maria want to build?
A. a pool
B. a car
C. a fountain
D. a bridge

2. What is the main challenge faced by the characters in this story?
A. how to swim in a river so shallow that rocks are poking out of the water in some
places
B. how to get from one side of the river to the other without using the walkway
C. how to find the distance from one side of the river to the other without measuring
tools
D. how to make sure the log they use for their bridge is secure on both sides of the river

3. Which of the following sentences from the story provides evidence that Maria was
deliberate and thoughtful in her actions?
A. "Maria looked around the grassy riverbank and noticed a few logs and branches lying
close to the water."
B. "Maria wondered if they could measure the distance from the riverbank they stood on
to the other shore."
C. "She ran over to a thick tree branch that looked long enough to be placed across the
river."
D. "Alex and Maria were frustrated."

4. Which sentence from the text supports the idea that Alex and Maria used teamwork
to build the bridge?
A. "Alex and Maria began to sweat as they walked, even though their house was only
ten minutes away from the park's entrance."
B. "Together, she and Alex hefted the branch onto their shoulders and walked it to the
water."
C. "'I know!' Alex said. She began to gather thinner branches, like the ones they had tied
together, which were pliable and easy to bend."
D. "'Hooray!' Maria said. 'Now we know how long the log needs to be.'"
ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Building a Bridge - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this passage mostly about?
A. the importance of girl power and teamwork
B. two girls solving a problem together
C. the benefits of urgency when working toward goals
D. the difference between two girls' plans to get across a river

6. Read this sentence: "Now Alex and Maria had to figure out how to make sure the log
was secure on both sides of the bank before they walked across it to reach the other
side of the river."
What is the meaning of the word secure in this sentence?
A. secure (adjective): self-confident
B. secure (adjective): fastened, stable
C. secure (verb): to make safe or lock up
D. secure (verb): to obtain or get ahold of

7. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the answer that best
completes the sentence.
The friends placed rocks on either side of the log to hold down the lighter branches;
_________, the log was stable enough to walk on.
A. before
B. as a result
C. especially
D. meanwhile
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Slavery, the Civil War & Reconstruction:
Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address
by ReadWorks

Abraham Lincoln at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

In the summer of 1863, Southern and Northern troops clashed in one of the bloodiest battles
of the Civil War. After the Confederate, or Southern, Army won a battle in northern Virginia, it
invaded the North and headed into Pennsylvania. It hoped to collect more supplies and
weaken the North. Meanwhile, the Union Army of the North was pursuing the Confederate
troops. The two sides met and fought near the town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. The battle
at Gettysburg has been called "the most crucial battle in American history."
Before the Battle of Gettysburg, the Confederacy had been doing very well in the Civil War.
But at Gettysburg, the North defeated the South. The battle was bloody. The Union Army
suffered 23,000 casualties, while the Confederate Army suffered 28,000. A casualty is
someone who is killed, wounded, or captured in battle. The Battle of Gettysburg turned the
tide of the war and marked the beginning of the success of the North in defeating the South.
ReadWorks.org · © 2012 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Slavery, the Civil War & Reconstruction: Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address

In the fall of 1863, President Lincoln visited the battlefield at Gettysburg for a ceremony
dedicating the field to all the soldiers who had died. He reminded people why Americans
must stand up for their values. His speech, the Gettysburg Address, has become one of the
most famous speeches of American history. Lincoln said:
"Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new
nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the [idea] that all men are created
equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation
so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield
of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting
place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether
fitting and proper that we should do this.
But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate-we can not consecrate-we can not
hallow-this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have
consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note,
nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It
is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they
who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before us-that from these honored dead we
take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of
devotion-that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vainthat this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom-and that
government of the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not perish from
the earth."
Lincoln's words were never forgotten. The government of the people, by the people, and for
the people remains.
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Slavery, the Civil War & Reconstruction: Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Why has the Battle of Gettysburg been called "the most crucial battle in American
history"?
A. It was a turning point in the Civil War.
B. It was the first time the North was invaded.
C. It was the bloodiest battle in American history.
D. It was won by the Confederate Army.

2. The passage sequences the events that led up to the Gettysburg Address. Which of
the following events happened first?
A. The Union and Confederate Armies met near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
B. The Confederate Army invaded the North and headed into Pennsylvania.
C. President Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address.
D. The Confederate Army won a battle in northern Virginia.

3. The Gettysburg Address shows Lincoln's determination to have a unified country
once more. What sentence from the speech best supports this conclusion?
A. "It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they
who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced."
B. "It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us...and
that government of the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not perish from
the earth."
C. "Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure."
D. "We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those
who here gave their lives that that nation might live."

4. Based on Lincoln's speech, how can the men who fought in the Battle of Gettysburg
best be honored?
A. by giving a powerful speech that reminds people of their values
B. by creating a whole new government that includes the North and the South
C. by consecrating the battlefield on which the soldiers fought
D. by working to unite the American nation once more
ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Slavery, the Civil War & Reconstruction: Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address - Comprehension Questions

5. What is the passage, "Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address" mostly about?
A. the casualties suffered by the Union and Confederate Armies
B. an important Civil War battle and Lincoln's address
C. how the Battle of Gettysburg impacted the tide of the Civil War
D. how Lincoln was involved in the Battle of Gettysburg

6. What is the purpose of the paragraphs provided before the text of the Gettysburg
Address?
A. to explain how the South defeated the North
B. to examine the dedication of the battlefield
C. to criticize Lincoln's speech
D. to provide historical context for the Address

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.
In the summer of 1863, the Confederate Army of the South invaded the North
_____________ it hoped to collect more supplies and weaken the North.
A. sometimes
B. however
C. because
D. although

8. How did the Battle of Gettysburg impact the outcome of the Civil War?

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Slavery, the Civil War & Reconstruction: Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address - Comprehension Questions

9. What is the "great task" described in the Gettysburg Address?

10. What does Lincoln's description of the "great task" show about his attitude toward
the war? Use information from the passage to support your answer.
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Slavery, the Civil War & Reconstruction: Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address - Comprehension Questions Answer Key

1. Why has the Battle of Gettysburg been called "the most crucial battle in American
history"?
A. It was a turning point in the Civil War.
B. It was the first time the North was invaded.
C. It was the bloodiest battle in American history.
D. It was won by the Confederate Army.

2. The passage sequences the events that led up to the Gettysburg Address. Which of
the following events happened first?
A. The Union and Confederate Armies met near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
B. The Confederate Army invaded the North and headed into Pennsylvania.
C. President Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address.
D. The Confederate Army won a battle in northern Virginia.

3. The Gettysburg Address shows Lincoln's determination to have a unified country
once more. What sentence from the speech best supports this conclusion?
A. "It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they
who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced."
B. "It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before
us...and that government of the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not
perish from the earth."
C. "Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure."
D. "We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those
who here gave their lives that that nation might live."

4. Based on Lincoln's speech, how can the men who fought in the Battle of Gettysburg
best be honored?
A. by giving a powerful speech that reminds people of their values
B. by creating a whole new government that includes the North and the South
C. by consecrating the battlefield on which the soldiers fought
D. by working to unite the American nation once more
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Slavery, the Civil War & Reconstruction: Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address - Comprehension Questions Answer Key

5. What is the passage, "Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address" mostly about?
A. the casualties suffered by the Union and Confederate Armies
B. an important Civil War battle and Lincoln's address
C. how the Battle of Gettysburg impacted the tide of the Civil War
D. how Lincoln was involved in the Battle of Gettysburg

6. What is the purpose of the paragraphs provided before the text of the Gettysburg
Address?
A. to explain how the South defeated the North
B. to examine the dedication of the battlefield
C. to criticize Lincoln's speech
D. to provide historical context for the Address

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.
In the summer of 1863, the Confederate Army of the South invaded the North
_____________ it hoped to collect more supplies and weaken the North.
A. sometimes
B. however
C. because
D. although

8. How did the Battle of Gettysburg impact the outcome of the Civil War?

The Battle of Gettysburg turned the tide of the war and marked the
beginning of the success of the North in defeating the South.
9. What is the "great task" described in the Gettysburg Address?

The "great task" is to make sure that the soldiers who fought at
Gettysburg did not die in vain and that the democratic government of the
United States lives on.
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Slavery, the Civil War & Reconstruction: Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address - Comprehension Questions Answer Key

10. What does Lincoln's description of the "great task" show about his attitude toward
the war? Use information from the passage to support your answer.

Answers may vary and should be supported by the passage. For example,
students may explain that Lincoln's words show that he was very
determined to win the war for the sake of uniting the American nation
once more. He urges the people that they "highly resolve" that men lost
on the battlefield "shall not have died in vain" and devote themselves to
the cause for which the soldiers died. The gravity and passion of his words
show that Lincoln cared a lot about the country he led and the soldiers
who died for it. Lincoln wanted the war and its casualties to become an
impetus for the country uniting and the nation experiencing a "new birth
of freedom."
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